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DATA BASE No. 516
2, NAME Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/Rottnest Island (1831;

1839: 1841: 1842: 1844: 1846: 1847: 1849: 1851: 1857: 1859: 1863; 1864: 1867:
1870: 1871: 1879; 1881: 1890; 1892: 1895: 1898: 1901: 1919: 1930: 1934: 1935:

1936; 1946;1953; 1966; 1967; 1987; 1992)
FORMER NAME (or OTHER NAMES) Wadjemup; The Settlement

3. LOCATION Thomson Bay, Wadjemup/_ Rottnest Island, 20km _west from
Fremantle

4, DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY

Part of Reserve 16713 comprising portion of Lot 10976 on Deposited Plan 216860
being part of the land contained in Crown Land Title Volume LR3096 Folio 976 and
portion of Lot 11022 on Deposited Plan 216932 being part of the land contained in
Crown Land Title Volume LR3096 Folio 921.

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA City of Cockburn

6 CURRENT OWNER

State of Western Australia (Responsible Agency: Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions; Management Order: Rottnest Island Authority)

7. HERITAGE LISTINGS

Register of Heritage Places: Interim 03/07/1992
National Trust Classification: Classified 11/06/1973
Town Planning Scheme:
Municipal Inventory: e
Register of the National Estate: e
Aboriginal Sites Register Registered

8. ORDERS UNDER SECTION OF THE ACT
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9. HERITAGE AGREEMENT

10. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

collectively, the individual components form a cultural environment, which
possesses significant aesthetic qualities that are heightened by natural

important place in Western Australians’ sense of identity and as a visitor’s
destination and is highly valued by the general community for its social and

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 2
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020



Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 3
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020



N

5‘:"%“ REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES

DRAFT - Assessment Documentation

HERITAGE
COUNCIL

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

11. ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.

In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard
to the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.

11(a) Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western
Australia’s history
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time when Colonial Governors were in residence.

The 1920s conversion of the former summer residence of the Governor of Western

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 5
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020



11(b) Importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of
Western Australia’s heritage

structures are also rare because of their continuity of use since their construction,
and are rare on a national level as a large collection of rare buildings, concentrated
in a sea wall environment, rather than a harbour environment.

materials, and were used at a time when roofs were largely made of rushes or
shingles cut from sheoak.

is unique in the way in which so many very significant cultural elements are
concentrated in a single place. Similar individual attributes are found in many

service, are all represented in the built environment in a legible way, and represent
a series of practices that were either discontinued or are no longer common in this
State
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11(c)

11(d)

Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of
Western Australia’s history;

social history; history of Colonial architecture and building construction; landscape
and horticultural history.

Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of
places;

arid marine island environments off the Western Australian coast, while having
distinctive features which also make it unique. The buildings, planning, planting

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 7
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020



11(e)

were also derived from the wider community influence on the mainland and as such
are representative of their time and place.

Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community
because of social, cultural or spiritual associations;

Australian’s regard as part of the State’s identity, reflecting deep-rooted community
sentiment attached to use and enjoyment of the island as a recreational resource
and its high degree of accessibility across the social spectrum. This includes the
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perception of egalitarian values, island culture, values and lifestyle, often tempered
by experiences through childhood and adolescence and the propensity of these
memories and experiences to become increasingly cherished through time.

information.

11(f)1 Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by
any group or community;

the buildings and the planting stock, contribute to the aesthetic quality and
character of the place and together form a unique environment which has
townscape, streetscape and landmark qualities

Though designed without having an overall plan in mind, the bulk of the buildings
operate together as a harmonious whole or in groups. Combined with the natural

1 For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus
and Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.
For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National Estate,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards, O.
Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.
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11(g) Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group

11(h)

or organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

growing of pines in 1883; Superintendent William Temperley who was influential in
developing the cultural life of the prison establishment and the enjoyment of the
island’s scenic features; John Ednie Brown, the first Conservator of the Woods and

responsible for the initial development of the island as a public resort and gave
direction to the early work undertaken prior to World War |; and William Somerville,
who as a member of the Rottnest Island Board, laid the foundations for the

Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement;

conditions under which any planting on the island takes place. The level of creative
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plantings, because of their age and the fact that the plantings are now incomplete.
The plantings were, however, ambitious for the time in the 1900’s and 1930’s and
displayed a level of creativity that was notable in the local context.

12. DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

12.1 CONDITION

12. 2 INTEGRITY

This section explains the extent to which the fabric is in its original state.
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12. 3 AUTHENTICITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.
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13.

13.1

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

Green, N., & Moon, S., Far from Home: Aboriginal Prisoners of Rottnest Island 1838-1931 (Nedlands: UWA
Press, 1997), p. 12; see also Pearn, J., & Carter, P., (eds.), Islands of Incarceration (University of Queensland
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https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-history/aboriginal-history
https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-history/aboriginal-history

o TPG op ¢it, p.15

10 Somerville, W., Rottnest Island: Its History and Legends (Perth: Rottnest Board, 1948), p. 31, citing Extract
from the Journals of a Voyage Made to the Unexplored South Land... (Amsterdam, 1701); Joske, P., Jeffrey,
C., & Hoffman, L., Rottnest Island: a Documentary History (Nedlands: Centre for Migration and Development
Studies, UWA, 1995), pp. 10-11, 18

" P525 Kingstown Barracks (RHP)

12 Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 7

13 ibid, pp. 7-8

14 Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, August 2020, Short Report of an investigation of a Prison
Reformatory site on Rottnest Island (Wadjemup); Pers comm, Jane Skippington, RIA December 2020.
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15 Source: www.rottnestisland.com [consulted 2 November 2006]

16 ibid

17 Government Gazette, 1 June 1839

18 Winder, K.G., ‘Rottnest Island Aboriginal Prison and the Burial Sites’, prepared for. the Minister. for Aboriginal
Affairs (1989), p. 1

19 ibid

20 Green and Moon 1997:14, cited.in TPG op cit., p.21
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21 Boylen, G., ‘Taste of prison at the old port city’, West Australian, 4 Jan1991 p. 14

22 CSR vol. 71, 28 January 1839

23 Western Australia Act no. 21, 1841: An Act to Constitute the Island of Rottnest a Legal Prison

24 Green, N., Broken Spears: Aboriginals and Europeans in the Southwest of Australia (Perth: Focus, 1984),
p. 151

25 Perth Gazette (1 September 1838); CSO 124/100-105, F. Armstrong to C. Symmons, 6 October 1843; both
cited in Joske, Jeffrey, & Hoffman, Rofttnest Island, pp. 28, 39

26 Green, N., ‘Aborigines and White Settlers in the 19th Century’, in Stannage, C.T., (ed.), A New History of
Western Australia (Nedlands: UWA Press, 1981), p. 92; McNair, W., & Rumley, H., Pioneer Aboriginal
Mission (Nedlands: UWA Press, 1981), p. 101

27 Chronological History of Rottnest Island, prepared for Rottnest Island Authority by Considine and Griffiths
Architects and Oline Richards, September 1995, p. 3

28 TPG, op cit.. pp.22-23
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e 1864 Quod, also known as the Native Prison.3?

e 1867 Salt Store.

29

30

31

32
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e 1884 Hospital and Laundry (fmr) (Staff Amenities at the Lodge)3”

33 Considine and Griffiths Architects op cit.. pp. 13-14.

34 L. Fonteinne to Abbot Gueranger, 13 January 1846, in W. Somerville, ‘Papers 1900-54’, Battye Library, MN1
453A

35 W.N. Clark to Aborigines Protection Society, December. 1842, attached to Lord Stanley to Governor. Hutt 26
July 1843, British Parliamentary Papers v.8 Colonies: Australia no. 11; Watson, ‘Rottnest’, p. 19

36 Considine and Griffiths, op cit., p.. 14, 16.

37 Ibid. pp. 14

38 TPG op cit. pp.23-24

39 Watson, E.J., ‘History of Rottnest’ (Perth, 1937), typescript in Battye Library, p. 90; Green & Moon, Far from
Home, p. 62; WA Legislative Council, Votes and Proceedings 1899; N. Green to Subiaco Post (18 January
1998); Thomas, J., ‘Crime and Society’ in Stannage, History, p. 649

40 Considine and Griffiths, op cit.. p.. 17.
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41

Ross, ‘Rottnest’, p. 13; ‘Timperley’, p. 7; Joske, Jeffery & Hoffman, Rottnest, p. 28; Green, Far from Home pp.
72-78

42 The Herald (Fremantle), 28 April 1883, Source: hitps://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/110503053,
Accessed October 2020; Joske, Jeffrey & Hoffman, Rottnest, pp. 75-76; Green, Far from Home, p. 295.

43 The other Aboriginal men were Tampin (hanged 16 July 1879), Guerilla (18 June 1883), Naracorie (3 August
1883) and Calabungamarra (13 June 1888).

a4 Randolph, .P.,. Wilson, V.. Frampton. C., & Merritt, G., ‘Rottnest Island._Aboriginal. Prisoners_ Cemetery:
Delingation of extent using ground penetrating radar’, Archaeology.in the North (1993), pp..394-415

45 Green, ‘Aborigines and Settlers’, pp. 103-05; citing Parliamentary Debates 3 August 1883, pp. 92-93

46 TPG, 2015, 0p cit., p.. 25

4 During this period, the non-Aboriginal boys held.in the Boy's Reformatory also located on Wadjemup/ Rottnest
Island also undertook construction and other labour.

48 Considine and Griffiths. op. cit.. pp. 17-18.
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49 Green, Far from Home, pp. 36

50 Comptroller General’s Report, 1918; cited Ferguson, Roftnest Island, pp. 81-82

51 Ibid.

52 Green, Far from Home. pp. 43

53 Green, Far from Home, pp. 85-86; Limb, Peter, ‘Of Deeds Most Foul and Vile: A Short Comparative History
of Robben & Rottnest Penal Islands’, African Studies Association of Australasia & the Pacific Review 20.1
(June 1998), pp. 15-19; ‘Rottnest Lodge “Like Auschwitz”, Subiaco Post (3 January 1998).

54 TPG op cit., pp.82, 93; Rottnest Island Authority, 2018, Source: http://ria.wa.gov.au/policy-and-
reports/sustainability/Social-sustainability/Quod [Accessed Jung 2020.]

55 Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Perth, File No. 88/699, 'Deaths of Aborigines in Custody: List of 'Aboriginal
Men Who Died At Rottnest Island, 1838-1900' compiled by Howard Pedersen

56 Tampin (hanged. 16 July 1879), Wangabiddie (1883), Guerilla (18 June 1883). Naracorie (3 August 1883)
and Calabungamarra (13 June 1888).
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http://ria.wa.gov.au/policy-and-reports/sustainability/Social-sustainability/Quod

57

58 Kwaymullina, ‘Wadjemup’, pp. 117-18; Wilson, V.C., Frampton, C.l., & Randolph, P., ‘Location of Burial Sites
using Ground-Penetrating Radar Surveys on Rottnest Island, Western Australia’, Technical Program of the
Sixty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists, Los Angeles (1994): pp. 563-65

59 -Graveyard forces the closure of Rotto Tentland’, West Australian, 1 August 2007

60 In the Name of the Crow (1988); Island of Chains (1991); Wadjemup: Isle of Spirits (1993)

61 Dodson, P., Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody: Regional Report into Underlying Issues in
Western Australia (Canberra: AGPS, 1991) p. 18; Green, Far from Home, p. 83; Kwaymullina reports ‘beer
cans and rubbish’ in the cemetery and routine vandalism of the protecting fence (‘Wadjemup’, p. 118)

62 Dixon, G., Holocaust Island, St. Lucia: Univ. Qld. Press, 1990, p. 32; cf. Hasluck, N., ‘Rottnest Island’ in Zwicky,
F., (ed.), Quarry (Fremantle Arts Centre Press, 1981)

63 TRG for RIA, ‘Rottnest Island (Wadjemup) Cultural Landscape Management Plan (Draft)’, January 2015, p.37
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64 Got, K., Western Australia’s Manned Lighthouses: A Report on the Western Australian Lighthouse
Survey, June 1984, p. 17
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65 Joske, Jeffery & Hoffman, Rottnest Island, pp. 143-51; Ferguson, Rottnest Island, pp. 56-59, 72-75
66 Source: www.rottnestisland.com [consulted 15 November 2006]

67 Joske, Jeffrey & Hoffman, Rottnest Island, p. 339

68 Source: www.rottnestisland.com [consulted 15 November 2006]

69 Joske, Jeffrey & Hoffman, Rofttnest Island, p. 339

70 Source: www.rottnestisland.com [consulted 15 November 2006]
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Recreation

71 CSO, Vol. 965, 1902, p. 9
72 Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 77

73 In 2014 a portion of the Army Jetty collapsed, injuring three people. After a safety audit of the jetty, the concrete
portions.. were _removed. and__only _the_ rock groin_remains. .. Source. . ABC. _News, 14 _Feb 2019,
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-14/rottnest-island-jetty-not-inspected-before-collapse/10811412,
Accessed October 2020.

74 Somerville, Rofttnest Island, p. 94
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-14/rottnest-island-jetty-not-inspected-before-collapse/10811412

75 Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 78

76 TPG op_cit.. bp.49-50

77 Rottnest ___Island ____Authority, ___Source: __https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-
history/recreational, Accessed November 2020.

78 Between 1914 and 1926, and again between 1939 and 1971, all immigrants or ‘aliens’ to Australia who were

9 Considineand Griffths, op cit. p. 31. TPG 2015, 0 cit.p. 79
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http://www.naa.gov.au/

80 Considine and Griffiths, op cit.. p. 35; TPG 2015, op cit. p..50

81 Considine and Griffiths, op cit., p. 35.

82 cited Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 95

83 NAA: MP729/6, File No. 23/406/65

84 cited Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 95

85 West Australian, 11 September 1940

86 Considine and Griffiths, op_cit., p..38.
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87
88
89

..................................................................

Ferguson, Rottnest Island, pp. 89-90

Matt Wade & Melanie Kembrey, ‘Why Australia’s holiday habits have changed forever’, in Canberra Times
(online), 9 January 2015, http://www.canberratimes.com.au/life-style/current-affairs/why-australias-holiday-
habits-have-changed-forever-20141215-11yc62.html accessed 4 May 2015; Jim Davidson & Peter Spearritt,
‘Tourism, Postmodernism and  Australia’, in  Australian  Humanities  Review  (online)
http.//www.australianhumanitiesreview.org/archive/Issue-February-2001/davidsonspearritt. html accessed 4
May 2015

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 27
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020


http://www.canberratimes.com.au/life-style/current-affairs/why-australias-holiday-habits-have-changed-forever-20141215-11yc62.html%20accessed%204%20May%202015
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http://www.australianhumanitiesreview.org/archive/Issue-February-2001/davidsonspearritt.html

13.2

90 Rolling extensions to the declaration first came into effect on 23 March 2020
State of Western Australia, Source: https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/covid-19-
coronavirus-state-of-emergency-declarations, Accessed 3 April 2020,

91 Hotels in the metropolitan area, as well as self-quarantine options in private residences, were also_utilised

92 Rottnest___Island __ Authority, - 2020, _Source: _https://rottnestisland.com/COVID-19/Closure%20Directions,
Accessed 26 March 2020.
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Environment

o3 Bindon, Dortch, & Kendrick, ‘Pseudo shell. midden’, pp..162-71; Rottnest Island Authority, Rottnest Island

94 Rottnest Island_Authority, Rottnest Island Wildlife, Source:

95 Rottnest Island_Authority, Rottnest Island Wildlife, Source:

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 29
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020


https://wildlife.rottnestisland.com/land/habitats/settlement
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http://www.rottnestsociety.org.au/archives/grow_your_own_rottnest.htm
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96 Condition update information_from Annabel Wills, former Heritage Officer, Rottnest Island Authority, pers
comm.to Melissa Davis, Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, Qctober 2020.

97 ibid,

98 ibid.

9 ibid.

100 ipid,

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 30

Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020



101
102
103
104
105

Register of Heritage Places Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 31
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: April 2002, October 2020, December 2020



106 ibid.

107 Annette Green_ (Rottnest Island Authority), December. 2017, Assessment_ of the Harem, Former Aboriginal
Prison, Rottnest Island, p. 1.

108 Condition update _information _from Annabel Wills, former. Heritage Officer, Rottnest Island Authority,
personal email communication to Melissa Davis, Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, October
2020.

109 ibid.

110 ibid.

111 ibid.
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113 ibid.
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14 Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Perth, File No. 88/699, 'Deaths of Aborigines in. Custody: List of
‘Aboriginal Men Who Died At Rottnest Island. 1838-1900' compiled by Howard Pedersen

115 It was unrecorded on the 1988 Department of Land Information map. of Rottnest.

116 TPG for. RIA, ‘Rottnest Island (Wadjemup) Cultural Landscape Management Plan (Draft)’, January
2019,....pp.828&93;  http://ria.wa.gov.au/policy-and-reports/sustainability/Social-sustainability/Quod
[accessed 8 June 2020.]

nr Joe Dortch & Charles Dortch (2019) Late Quaternary. Aboriginal hunter-gatherer. occupation of the Greater
Swan Region, south-western Australia, Australian Archaeology, 85:1, 15-29

18 TPG for RIA, ‘Rottnest Island (Wadjemup) Cultural Landscape Management Plan’, May 2015, pp.9-10
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13.3 COMPARATIVE INFORMATION
Principal Australian Historic Theme(s)
s 2.1 Living as Australia’s earliest inhabitants
« 261 Displacing Indigenous people
- 3.1 Exploring the coastline
3.3 Surveying the continent
+ 3.22 Lodging people
- 3.23 Catering for tourists
- 5.7 Surviving as Indigenous people in a white-dominated society
- 764 Dispensing justice
 7.6.5 Incarcerating people
- 167 Enforcing discriminatory legislation
- 7.6.10 Conserving fragile environments
- 7.6.12 Conserving Australia’s heritage
8.3 Going on holiday
8.5.4 Pursuing common leisure interests
9.7.3 Remembering the dead
Heritage Council of Western Australia Theme(s)
« 102 Aboriginal occupation
= 103 Racial contact and interaction
= 104 Land allocation and subdivision
+ 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict)
- 107 Settlement
= 108 Government policy
« 109 Environmental change
« 201 River and sea transport
+ 303 Mining_(including mineral processing)
31 Hospitality industry and tourism
= 403 Law and order
* 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment
- 501 World Wars and other wars
+ 206 Tourism
+ 601 Aboriginal people
+ 602 Early settlers
Comparative Analysis
Building styles
The Conservation Plan_for Thomson Bay Settlement, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island
notes that the style of construction reflects the majority of early building types in
Western Australia which were
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119 Considine and Giriffiths, op cit., p. 51
120 Considine and Griffiths, op cit., p. 68
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125

Glenn Shaw, ‘Wybalenna’, in University of Tasmania (ed), the companion to Tasmanian History (online),
http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion to tasmanian_history/W/Wybalenna.htm ; Parks & Wildlife Service
Tasmania, ‘Sarah Island — History’, at http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/index.aspx?base=7597 accessed 7 may
2015; Luana Towney, Executive Assistant, Office of Aboriginal Affairs Tasmania, email to Clare Menck, 6 May
2015

Kristyn Harman, University of Tasmania, “The Same Measure of Justice’: Aboriginal Convicts in the Australian
Penal Colonies’, http://www.nla.gov.au/ojs/index.php/australian-studies/article/viewFile/1559/1866 accessed
7 May 2015

Vicki Vaskos, Heritage Reform Officer, Office of Aboriginal Affairs Victoria, email to Clare Menck, 6 May 2015.
Ms Vaskos also confirmed that no purpose-built Aboriginal prisons were known in Victoria; Debbie Liddle,
Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority (NT), email to Clare Menck, 8 May 2015; Maria Derrington, Department
of Correctional Services (NT), email to Clare Menck, 8 May 2015; Dianne Bensley, NT Department of Lands,
Planning and the Environment — Heritage Branch, email to Clare Menck 11 May 2015; Mario Russo, Built
Asset Manager, National Trust SA, email to Clare Menck, 14 May 2015

Queensland Government, ‘Palm Island’, at https://www.qgld.gov.au/atsi/cultural-awareness-heritage-
arts/community-histories-palm-island/ accessed 7 May 2015
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13.4

13.5

KEY REFERENCES

Thomson Bay Settlement: Conservation Plan prepared for Rottnest Island
Authority by Considine & Griffiths Architects and Oline Richards in 1994.

FURTHER RESEARCH

settlement at Thomson Bay to be traced from 1829, rather than 1856.
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