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2. NAME Windsor Theatre, Nedlands (1937)
FORMER NAME (or OTHER NAMES)  Windsor Cinema

3. LOCATION 98-100 Stirling Highway, Nedlands

4, DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY

Lot 123 on Diagram 10957 being the whole of the land contained in Certificate of Title
Volume 1452 Folio 663.

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA City of Nedlands

6. CURRENT OWNER
Independent Cinemas Pty Ltd

7. HERITAGE LISTINGS
Register of Heritage Places: e

National Trust Classification: 03/12/1990
Town Planning Scheme: e
Municipal Inventory: Adopted 15/04/1999

Register of the National Estate: e
Aboriginal Sites Register: e
Survey of 20t Century Architecture: 01/03/1988
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10. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Windsor Theatre, Nedlands, a two storey masonry cinema building constructed in
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11. ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.

In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard to
the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.
PRINCIPAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME(S)

- 3.21 Entertaining for profit

+ 8.1 Qrganising recreation

- 854 Pursuing common leisure interests

+ 813 Living in Cities and suburbs

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA THEME(S)

« 112 Technology and technological change

. 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment

« 407 Cultural activities

11(a) Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western Australia’s
history
As_an_example of a suburban Perth cinema constructed in the Inter-War period,
the Windsor Theatre, Nedlands illustrates the general optimism and popularity of
cinema_entertainment in_Western _Australia_in_the 1930s, following_a_period_of
economic depression,

11(d) Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places;
Windsor. Theatre, Nedlands is_a_good representative example of a_1930s
suburban_cinema, many of which were designed in_the Inter-War Functionalist
and Art Deco architectural styles, which reflected the hope and optimism_ of the
period.

Windsor Theatre, Nedlands demonstrates the new functional approach to cinema
design_in Western Australia_in the late 1930s, in_which_one projection_unit was
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11(e) Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because
of social, cultural or spiritual associations;

11(f)! Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any
group or community;

11(g) Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

12. DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

12.1 CONDITION

12. 2 INTEGRITY
This section explains the extent to which the fabric is in its original state

1 For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A

Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus and
Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.
For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National Estate,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards, O.
Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.
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12. 3 AUTHENTICITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.
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13. SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

13.1 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

Noongar boodja (country) covers the entire south-western portion of Western
Australia from Jurien Bay to Esperance. Noongar people lived in family groups
and those living in and around the Perth area were collectively known as the
Whadjuk. The Whadjuk relied on the ocean, the Swan River and the freshwater
lakes that once lay between the coast and the Darling scarp for food and moved
seasonally through across the country2. This way of life was disrupted by the
arrival of colonists from 1829 onwards who established farms and settlements,
often to the detriment of Aboriginal people.

2 Kaartdiin Noongar — Noongar Knowledge, South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council,
https://www.noongarculture.org.au/noongar/ downloaded on 17 October 2019

3 Nedlands Post Office (fmr) (P4620) Heritage Assessment Documentation, Heritage Council of Western
Australia, May 2013, p.1.

4 Gregory, Jenny., Protecting Middle-Class Suburbia: An Ideal Space for the Citizens of Inter War

Perth’, in Studies in Western Australian History, No. 17 (1997), p79, 81
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situation, and as a result, a considerable amount of money was invested in the
entertainment business. This investment was reflected in the number of cinemas

S Geneve, V. 'William Thomas Leighton: Cinema Architect of the 1930s' in Bromfield, D. (ed.) Essays on Art
and Architecture in Western Australia (Nedlands, U.W.A. Press, 1988), p. 18.

6 Bell, M. D. Perth: A Cinema History (Sussex, Book Guild, 1986) pp. 56-58.

7 National Trust (W.A.) Assessment Exposition, 1990, p. 1.

8 ‘Windsor Theatre — Result of Experience’, The Daily News, Thursday 9 September 1937, p 13.

9 The Nelson Circujt’, Sunday Times, Sunday 15 August 1937, p.23.

10 ‘Windsor Theatre ~ Result of Experience’, The Daily News, Thursday 9 September 1937, p.13.

1 Geneve, V. Versions of Modernism, 1991, vol. 3, p. 31.

12 ‘William Leighton, artist of the art deco, dies’, The West Australian, 14 March 1990, p.26. In correspondence
to the Art Deco Society of WA dated 30 July 2012, Garry H Leighton, son of William Leighton has also
stated ‘that to the best of his knowledge, his father was the designer and administering architect for the
Windsor'.

13 Windsor Theatre was originally intended to be named Hollywood Theatre - Geneve, V. ‘Versions of
Modernism in Western Australian Cinema, 1930-1940’ (Master of Arts Thesis, University of Western
Australia, 1991), vol. 1, p.112.

14 Perspective drawing of the Hollywood Theatre. West Australian, 19 December 1936, p. 6.

15 ‘New Link in the Nelson Circuit’, The Daily News, Thursday 9 September 1937, p.12
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The sound revolution in films at the end of the 1920s had created a new interest
in cinema entertainment, and cinema owners were forced to convert their cinemas
to suit "talkies".'® Windsor Theatre, Nedlands was purpose built to feature films
with sound.20 The sound revolution also meant that live performers, such as
pianos or members of an orchestra, were no longer required at screenings.

Windsor Theatre was originally intended to be named Hollywood Theatre. Popular
at the time, the name 'Hollywood' was seen to symbolise wealth and glamour, and

16 HCWA Assessment for P2065 Piccadilly Theatre & Arcade, December 2002, pp 7-8.

17 Cygnet Theatre (formerly the Como Theatre) Conservation Management Plan, undertaken by element in
October 2018, p.82.

18 Windsor Theatre — Result of Experience’, The Daily News, Thursday 9 September 1937, p 13.

19 Honniball, J. M. H. 'The Golden Age of Cinema in Perth' in Early Days, vol. 8, part 6, 1982, p. 44.

20 National Trust (W.A.) Assessment Exposition, 1990, p. 2.

21 Williams, A. E. Nedlands: From Campsite to City (City of Nedlands, 1984) p. 134; Geneve, V. ‘Versions of

Modernism in Western Australian Cinema, 1930-1940' (Master of Arts Thesis, University of Western
Australia, 1991), vol. 1, p.112.

22 Daily News, 11 September 1937, p. 10.
23 Ihid, Bell, M. D, p.67
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Leighton in the design of the Cygnet Theatre, in Como (P2404 RHP), which was
completed six months after the Windsor Theatre opened.

the screening of films. After 1965, the gardens were used infrequently and the
picture garden screen was eventually removed in 1978.31

24 Information provided by the current owner Roger Hunt in March 2020, states that the cinema never seated
1000 people. When purchased in 1983, there were 812 original seats.

25 Daily News, 9 September 1937, p. 10.

26 National Trust (W.A.) Assessment Exposition, 1990, p. 1.

27 West Australian, 19 December 1936, p. 6.

28 National Trust (W.A.) Assessment Exposition, 1990, p. 1.

29 Ibid, Bell, op.cit., pp 14 & 15.

30 Ibid, Bell, op.cit., p.3.

31 Ibid, Bell, op. cit., p. 67.

32 Information provided by owner Roger Hunt

33 Information provided by owner Roger Hunt, on 30/12/2019. Confirmed by Site Visit by DPLH staff on
18/12/2019
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13.2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

34 Information provided by owner Roger Hunt, on 30/12/2019

35 Information provided by owner Roger Hunt, on 30/12/2019. Confirmed by Site Visit by DPLH staff on
18/12/2019
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decommissioned in the 1970s. This area of land now accommodates an
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13.3

COMPARATIVE INFORMATION
Inter-War Theatres/cinemas
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36

Regal Theatre, Subiaco: conservation plan, by Hocking planning and Architecture, 2001.
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e P01574 Cummins._ Theatre, Merredin (RHP)._(1928) — a_substantially

e P186 Palace Theatre and Fun Gardens, Boulder (1937) — designed by
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13.5 FURTHER RESEARCH
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