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. DATA BASE No. 3453
2. NAME The Beach House, Cottesloe (1896),

OTHER NAMES Tukurua, Burt’'s Summer Residence, The Beach Cottage
3. LOCATION 7 Rosendo Street, Cottesloe

4, DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY

Portion of Lot 1 on Deposited Plan 413382 being part of the land contained in
Certificate of Title Volume 2967 Folio 265 as depicted in HCWA Curtilage Map
P3453-0

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA Town of Cottesloe

6 CURRENT OWNER
John Andrew Henry Forrest

Nicola Margaret Forrest

7. HERITAGE LISTINGS

» Register of Heritage Places: Interim 05/11/1996
* National Trust Classification: 06/03/1979
 Town Planning Scheme: e
* Municipal Inventory: 30/09/1995
* Register of the National Estate: 28/09/1982

Aboriginal Sites Register e

8. ORDERS UNDER SECTION OF THE ACT

10. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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the building is important for its association with Septimus Burt K.C, a man
who contributed significantly to the development of Western Australia in the
late nineteenth century; and,
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1.

11(a)

11(b)

ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.

In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard
to the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.

PRINCIPAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME(S)

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA THEME(S)
« 104 Land allocation and subdivision

« 306 Domestic activities

© 605 Famous and infamous people
Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western Australia’s
history

Importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of
Western Australia’s heritage
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11(d) Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of
places;

11(e) Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community
because of social, cultural or spiritual associations;

11(f)1 Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any
group or community;

11(g) Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group
or organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

12. DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

12.1 CONDITION

1 For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus
and Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.
For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National Estate,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards, O.
Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.
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12.2

12.3

INTEGRITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.
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13. SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

13.1 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

Cottesloe was named by Governor Broome, in 1886. Although the Perth to
Fremantle railway was opened in 1881, and provided an opportunity for the more
permanent settlement of the area, the beach remained relatively unsettled with only
six permanent residents living there in 1893.3 In 1895, the Government granted
£110 for improvements to the Perth to Fremantle Road which passed through South
Cottesloe, and a further £100 towards its maintenance, which made the beach area
more accessible. At this time, sea breezes were considered good for one's personal
constitution, and as a result, Cottesloe began to attract more residents and day
visitors. It soon became the gathering point for the wealthy of Perth during the
summer months, as the beach was sheltered from the south-west winds and was
protected by the various reefs and islands off the coast.4

Septimus Burt, son of the first Chief Justice of the Colony, Archibald Burt, was a
prominent public figure in Western Australia in the late 19th century. A barrister in
the law firm of Stone and Burt and the first silk awarded in the Colony, he was also
active in public life. Appointed Chairman of the Central Board of Education in 1874,
he was a Member of the Legislative Council from 1874 until 1890, when he became
the MLA for Ashburton. In 1890, Burt accepted a portfolio in the Forrest Ministry and
became Attorney General in the first responsible government in Western Australia,
a position he held from 1890 to 1897. He retired from politics in 1900.5

which had originally been owned by the Stone family but was purchased by
Archibald Burt and extended by the prominent architect J. Talbot Hobbs to
accommodate Burt’s large family of ten children ranging in ages from four to twenty-

1 Kaartdijin Noongar — Noongar Knowledge, South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council,
https://www.noongarculture.org.au/noongar/ accessed17 October 2019

2 Personal communications with Ronald Bodycoat Architect with Simon Burt in 1994 and Sir Francis Burt in 1997.

3

Moseley, F. A. quoted in Marchant James, R. Heritage of Pines: A History of Cottesloe (Town of
Cottesloe, Cottesloe, 1977) p. 15.

4 Marchant James, p. 23.
S Erickson, R. (ed)Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians Vol. 1, (UWA Press, Nedlands, 1988)
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owned a riverside holiday home in what is now called Peppermint Grove, but which
was then part of Cottesloe, from which the family cruised the Swan River in their
a second holiday"Hame from architect, R. T. McMasters, to be built in the newly
fashionable beach area of Cottesloe.8

area was approaching 1500 permanent residents,® with an increasing number of
prominent Perth people building substantial summer homes near the ocean. By the
turn of the century, residents in South Cottesloe included: the prominent architect,
Mr. J. Talbot Hobbs; Mr. J. C. G. Foulkes, MLA (The Summit, cnr. Avonmore
Terrace and Salvado Street); the General Manager of the Bank of Western
Australia, Mr.H. D. Holmes (Le Fanu, 2 Salvado Street); the father of
Mr. J. Campbell, the mining investor (Belvedere, 12 Rosendo Street); and the
General Manager of the Perth Gas Company, Mr. F. Crowder, (Abbeyfeale View,
cnr. Broome and Junction Streets). 10

was commissioned to arrange and supervise the installation of plumbing work and
a new bathroom. In May 1901, Hobbs was again commissioned by Burt, this time
to prepare plans and specifications for the erection of an additional storey to the
house, for a cost of £340. In 1904, Hobbs was also responsible for supervising
repairs and painting of the house. 2

6 Pers. Comms. with Sir. Francis Burt, Oct 1997, cited in Bodycoat, R. (1997) Tukurua Conservation Plan, p. 6;
Eulogy = Sir. Francis Burt AC KCMG_AQ: https://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/_files/Eulogy-FrancisBurt.pdf

7 The other was the Governor's. Conversation with Simon Burt, 12 April 1994.

8 The Summer Residence was referred to as the Beach Cottage by members of the family. Source:
Conversation with Simon Burt, 12 April 1994.

9 Clarke, M., A History of Cottesloe p.7.

10 Marchant James, pp. 21-22.

11 State Archives of W.A., 2854A/3, Letterbooks of Septimus Burt, letter dated 23 December 1896 to R.
F. McMaster.

12 State Archives of W.A., 2708A, Ledgers of J. Talbot Hobbs, Vol. 3, pp. 144, 192, 280.

13 Register of Heritage Places — Heritage Assessment P15822 Sea View Golf Course, 2003, p.5.

14

Marchant James, pp. 76-77.

Register of Heritage Places The Beach House, Cottesloe 7
Place Assessed November 1996
Documentation amended: January 2020, July 2020



purchased the property. Shortly afterward, during the WWII, the house was used to
house refugees from Singapore as part of the war effort. To accommodate the
additional people, the house was divided into private apartments with framed walls
and bathrooms and kitchens were installed.®

After the war, the partitioning was not removed, but Mrs Cass did not take in further

Miss Cass did not marry and that the house was not altered in any way. This
ensured the retention of all the original features of the house, albeit in some
disrepair. Miss Cass lived in the front part of the house until 1993 when she moved

15 Pers. Comms. with Ted Smith, Nov 1997, cited in Bodycoat, R. (1997) Tukurua Conservation Plan, p. 6.

16 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/31191957/2769317

17 Southern Districts Advocate (Katanning, WWA) Monday. 6 January 1936, p.5

18 The Western Australian Directory (Wise’s) 1934-1935 Available at:
https://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/battye/pods/1934/0084.pdf

19 Pers. Comms with Ted Smith, 18 March 1994, 23 March 1994. Cited in Register of Heritage Places Assessment
Documentation for Tukurua 5/11/1996, p5.

20 Daily Mail UK: Wealthy spinster leaves $50 million waterfront mansion to_her gardener, 2 September 2014
Available __at:__https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2740463/Renter-did-gardening-sprawling-beachfront-
Perth-estate-Tukurua-inherited-owner-hes-set-sell-50-MILLION.html [Accessed on 21/07/2020]

21 Pers. Comms with Ted Smith, 18 March 1994, 23 March 1994. Cited in Register of Heritage Places Assessment
Documentation for Tukurua 5/11/1996, p3.

22 Andrew Forrest buys historic Cottesloe Mansion ‘Tukurua, Cottesloe’ as dispute resolved. Available at :
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-18/historic-mansion-sale-to-andrew-forrest-proceeds/7042144

Register of Heritage Places The Beach House, Cottesloe 8

Place Assessed November 1996
Documentation amended: January 2020, July 2020
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https://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/battye/pods/1934/0084.pdf
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2740463/Renter-did-gardening-sprawling-beachfront-Perth-estate-Tukurua-inherited-owner-hes-set-sell-50-MILLION.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2740463/Renter-did-gardening-sprawling-beachfront-Perth-estate-Tukurua-inherited-owner-hes-set-sell-50-MILLION.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-18/historic-mansion-sale-to-andrew-forrest-proceeds/7042144

in March 1979 and entered into the Register of the National Estate by the Australian
Heritage Commission in September 1982. The place is listed under Schedule 1 of
the Town of Cottesloe Town Planning Scheme No. 2, and is afforded protection
under the scheme.

13.2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

23 Twiggy Forrests mansion is a seaside sanctuary. Available at: https://thewest.com.au/business/finance/twiggy-
forrests-mansion-is-a-seaside-sanctuary-ng-ya-121684
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External Form and Style
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