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2. NAME Oliver Hill Battery, Wadjemup/Rottnest Island

3. LOCATION Oliver Hill, Wadjemup/Rottnest Island

4, DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY

Part of Reserve 16713 comprising portion of Lot 10976 on Deposited Plan 216860
being part of the land contained in Crown Land Title Volume LR3096 Folio 976.

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA City of Cockburn

6 CURRENT OWNER

State of WA (Responsible Agency: Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions; Management order: Rottnest Island Authority)

7. HERITAGE LISTINGS

Register of Heritage Places: Interim 03/07/1992
National Trust Classification: Classified 08/02/1980
Town Planning Scheme: e
Municipal Inventory: e
Register of the National Estate: Permanent 28/09/1982
Aboriginal Sites Register e

8. ORDERS UNDER SECTION OF THE ACT

10. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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heritage significance for the following reasons:
the two 9.2 inch guns, manufactured in 1901 and 1902, are the last of this

considered necessary to adequately defend the Port of Fremantle leading
up to and during the War;

complexity of a military defence establishment and the range of technology
and military specialities necessary to adequately carry out the artillery

evidenced by the continuing support for its preservation by the existing
service and retired military associations and the community at large; and
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11. ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.

In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard
to the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.

11(a) Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western
Australia’s history

11(b) Importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of
Western Australia’s heritage
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11(c) Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of
Western Australia’s history;

11(d) Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of
places;

11(e) Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community
because of social, cultural or spiritual associations;

Register of Heritage Places Oliver Hill Battery, Wadjemup/ Rottnest Island 4
Place Assessed July 1992
Documentation amended: July 2010; October 2020, January 2021



11(f)*

11(9)

Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by
any group or community;

Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group
or organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus
and Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.

For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National
Estate, Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards,
O. Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.
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11(h) Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement;

12. DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

12.1 CONDITION

12. 2 INTEGRITY

This section explains the extent to which the fabric is in its original state.

12. 3 AUTHENTICITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.
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13.

13.1

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

....................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................

Somerville, W., Rottnest Island: Its History and Legends (Perth: Rottnest Board, 1948), p. 31, citing Extract from
the Journals of a Voyage Made to the Unexplored South Land... (Amsterdam, 1701); Joske, P., Jeffrey, C., &
Hoffman, L., Rottnest Island: a Documentary History (Nedlands: Centre for Migration and Development Studies,
UWA, 1995), pp. 10-11, 18
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https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-history/aboriginal-history
https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-history/aboriginal-history
https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-history/aboriginal-history
https://rottnestisland.com/the-island/about-the-island/our-history/aboriginal-history

8 Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 7

9 Government Gazette, 1 June 1839

10 Rottnest Island Authority, undated, Rottnest Island Oliver Hill Battery Heritage Trail.

" In 1881 the State Government established the Rottnest Island Boys’ Reformatory for. colonial boys adjacent to
but separate from, the Aboriginal Prison. The Reformatory operated for. 20 years and closed in 1901,

12 Somerville, Rofttnest Island, p. 94
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13 Between 1914 and 1926, and again between 1939 and 1971, all immigrants_or ‘aliens’_to Australia who were

14

15 ibid

16 Defence Committee Minute No. 46/1934 dated 19/7/1934
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http://www.naa.gov.au/

17 David_ Homer, The Gunners: A_History of Australian Artillery, Allen_and Unwin, Sydney, 1995, p. 204-205,

18 NAA: CRS/B197, File No. 1855/1/192

19 NAA: CRS/B197, File No. 1855/1/215

20 cited Ferguson, Rottnest Island, p. 95

21 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit, p. 3.

22 Palassis, 2005 op cit., p. 9.

23 NAA: MP729/6, File No. 23/406/65; Palassis, 2009, op cit., p. 9.

24 DOI Bill of Quantities and. Estimate for Construction of a Railway at Rotinest Island dated 3/9/193%
25 Palassis, 2005 op cit., p. 9.

26 The line was later extended to quarries, gun sites and other construction sites.

27 Palassis, 2005 op cit.. p. 9.
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28 P3321 Bickley Battery is located within the registered curtilage of P523 Kingstown Barracks (RHP)
NAA: K1067/118

29 GB Hill_.and Partners, 1999, op cit. p. 12; NAA: 1855//1/215, 1906-1935; Engineers Australia, 2010,
op cit., R..26.

30 Phillip Point, Thomson Bay, Bickley Point, North Point, Cape Vlamingh and Kitson Paint

31 North_Head, Sydney Harbour; Cape Banks, La Perouse; Fort Drummond, Wollongong; and Fort Wallace,
Newcastle

32 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit, pp.. 3,.10; Palassis 2005, op git., p. 8.

33 GB Hill and Partners, 1995, op cit. p 11.

34 A complete gun turret and all its components weighed 142.2 tonnes.
GB Hill.and Partners, 1995, op cit., p. 10;_Rottnest Island Authority brochure_‘Rottnest Island Oliver Hill
Battery’

35 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit, pp. 3,.10, 14.
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placed.
36 GB Hill and Partners, 1995, cited in Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit, p. 14
37 GB Hill and Partners, 1995, cited in Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit, p. 14
38 Engineers Australia, 2010 op._cit, p 14.
39 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit, p. 14.
40 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 10
41 Bickley Battery with two 6” guns was proof fired on 25 July 1939, and fully operational from December

42 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., bp..10-11, 14, 22

43 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., bp..10,.11, 14

44 Hill and Partners, Oliver Hill Battery Conservation Assessment, p. 22., cited.in Palassis, 2005, op cit.. p.. 11
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45 Clyde, The Coast Defences of Western Australia, p. 98, cited in Palassis, 2005, op_cit., p. 12

46 From the account of John Houlton, ‘Bickley Battery, Rottnest Island’, in Joske et al, Rottnest Island, pp. 271-
272, cited in Palassis, 2005, op cit., p. 12.

47 Palassis, 2005, op cit.. pp. 11-12.

48 West Australian, 11 September 1940

49 Brief on Rottnest Island for_the Visit by the Hon. L.H Barnard, Minister for Defence on 3 August 1974

50 Other women_deployed_ at Wademup_included the Women's Royal Australian Navy Services (WRANS) who
operated the Port War Signal Station_ on Signal Ridge (Wadjemup Hill) Palassis, 2005, op cit., p. 11
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51
52
53
54
55

56
57

58
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http://armymuseumwa.com.au/Artillery_Barracks_history.html
https://www.navyhistory.org.au/ww2-bickley-naval-guns-at-rottnest-island-w-a/2/

59 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 9

60 Palassis, 2005, op Git.. p..14

61 ibid.

62 Engineers Australia, Western Australia Division, Fremantle Fortress - Rottnest Island WW2 Coastal Defence
Facilities Engineering Heritage National Landmark, November 2010.

63 Weekend ____Notes, 2013, _ Project 2013 - Commemoration __of __Artilery, __Source:
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https://www.weekendnotes.com/project-commemoration-of-artillery/

13.2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

64 Government of Western Australia, 20147, Media Statements, Outstanding heritage projects awarded,
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Barnett/2014/04/Outstanding-heritage-projects-
awarded.aspx, Accessed October 2020.

65 Oliver Hill was closed in October 2020 for construction works._Source: Rottnest Island Authority.
66 Palassis, 2005, op cit.. p. 32
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https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Barnett/2014/04/Outstanding-heritage-projects-awarded.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Barnett/2014/04/Outstanding-heritage-projects-awarded.aspx

67 Palassis, 2005, op cit., pp. 35-6

68 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p.22.

69 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 35

70 Palassis, 2005, op cit., pp. 35-6

71 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit., p. 14

72 Palassis, 2005, op cit.. p. 36
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73 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit., p. 14

& This_entrance was the entry point for the delivery of shells and cordite. GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op
cit., p. 24

& This_entrance was widened.to provide access for stretcher cases and first aid facilties. GB Hill & Partners Pty
Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 24; Palassis, 2009, op cit., p. 36

76 Palassis, 2005, op cit.. p. 36

7 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 22, Palassis, 2005, op cit., p. 36

78 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit., p. 14

79 Engineers Australia, 2010 op cit., p. 14; Palassis, 2005, op cit., p. 36
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Remnant Structures/Ruins

80 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 54; Palassis, 2005, op cit., p. 49
81 GB Hill & Partners Pty Ltd, 1995, op cit., p. 32
82
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13.3

COMPARATIVE INFORMATION

Principal Australian Historic Theme(s)

- 1.6.12 Conserving Australia’s heritage
e 7.71 Providing for the common defence
1.7.3 Going to war
8.1.4 Enjoying a natural environment

Heritage Council of Western Australia Theme(s)

e 501 World Wars and Other Wars
« 506 Tourism

83
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13.4 KEY REFERENCES

84 Palassis, 2005, op Git.. pp. 55:57
8 Palassis, 2005, op Cit.. p. 57
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